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Don Hairston is senior vice president and general manager of Advanced Systems, an operating unit of Textron Systems, a Textron Inc. company.

In this role Hairston is responsible for growing Textron Systems’ position in expanding areas of the Defense market, with an emphasis on intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) and other advanced programs. Hairston’s Advanced Systems organization is headquartered in Hunt Valley, Md.

Before joining Textron Systems, Hairston was executive vice president of military programs at ATK, based in Dayton, Ohio.  During four-plus years with the company he managed the growth and execution of military programs across six sites within ATK’s Aerospace Structures Division.  

Prior to ATK, Hairston was the director of C4 ISR & Naval Systems at Northrop Grumman Corp., Electronic Systems, in Baltimore, Md.   In this position he was responsible for development and fielding of combat systems solutions, underwater surveillance systems, integrated communications and sensors, and UxVs for the U.S. Navy and other international navies.

Early in his career Hairston dedicated himself to government service, including the PMS 400 Aegis Program Office where as a project manager and engineer he oversaw Aegis combat systems upgrades and modernization of existing AEGIS fleet assets. 

Hairston graduated from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University with a bachelor’s degree in Industrial Engineering and Operations Research. He is also an alumnus of the Harvard Business School’s General Management Program.
About Textron Systems Advanced Systems

Textron Systems Advanced Systems brings together cutting-edge technologies and far-reaching innovations to satisfy emerging customer demands for reliable, affordable solutions in the areas of security; intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance; and medical research. Its strategic business Overwatch is a leading provider of intelligence software solutions and robust satellite communications systems for U.S. and international defense, intelligence and law enforcement communities. The Advanced Systems business also continues efforts on light arms technologies and unmanned systems such as the Common Unmanned Surface Vessel, or CUSV, conceived by AAI. Another strategic business, Medical Numerics, provides processing and analysis software for medical imaging research. Textron Systems Advanced Systems is an operating unit of Textron Systems. More information is available at www.textronsystems.com. 
